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Espen

Para familiarizar a nuestros lectores con su per-
sona, por favor, diganos como y cudndo se
involucréd en las exposiciones y con qué raza o
razas. Empecemos con sus principios en el
mundo del perro. ¢ Viene de una familia aficio-
nada a los perros?

Si. naci en una familia muy aficionada. Mi
madre compro su primer Greyhound en 1955,
muchos afos antes de que yo naciera. Mi
abuela también tuvo gran interés en esta raza.

Los Greyhounds siempre han estado ahi desde
el primer dia y no puedo imaginar la vida sin
ellos. He criado Greyhounds con el afijo Jet,
junto con mi madre, desde 1975, y ain somos
unos criadores activos.

¢Cudl es su primer recuerdo de una exposi-
cién canina?

Mi madre me llevd con ella a mi primera expo-
sicidn cuando yo tenia, mds o menos, un mes.
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Engh

Espen Engh es criador de los Greyhounds de Jet en Noruega, junto con su madre. Desde su primera |
camada en 1975, han criado 150 campeones con mas de 500 titulos de campeonatos. Espen
comenzd a juzgar exposiciones en 1987 y ahora juzga tfodas las razas de cinco de los grupos de la
FCly también algunas ofras razas de otros grupos, asi como el Best in Show. Ha juzgado en cerca de
60 paises y en muchas de las mds importantes exposiciones del mundo.

Desde luego. no me acuerdo. Desde qué
cumpli los cuatro afos, me presenté a It
exposiciones infantiles y adn recuerdo alguing
de aquellos pemos y las expos. Mi Ch. J&l
Commander nacié en 1966 y me acuerdo de
como le presentaba; era pequenaojo y fenil
un cardcter muy fuerte.

¢Su mayor reto con los perros?
Sin duda, supervisar cada nueva camada qué
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nace y observar cdmo crece cada hueva
generacién. Me considero, primero y ante
todo, un criador. También he tenido grandes
retos en los rings, como haber ganado el BIS en
las internacionales de Estocolmo, Helsinki vy
Oslo el mismo ano; recibiendo el premio de
Dog of the Year con dos perros diferentes
durante dos afnos; habiendo ganado el cam-
peonato mundial seis veces en siete afos v,
quizés lo mds importante, ganando el BOB en
Westminster. Fue fotalmente inesperado, con
una hembra de Greyhound joven y preciosa
gue tenia, alo mejor, un “algo” especial.

¢Su mayor decepcion?

No estoy seguro de haber tenido muchas
decepciones en mi vida. Los perros y el depor-
te de los perros trae muchas mds alegrias y pla-
ceres que decepciones y eso es unad razon
importante para estar metido en ese mundo.
Por supuesto, a veces he tenido como criador,
pero precisamente jesa es la naturalezal

Por favor, menclone dos o fres de los permos
ma@s importantes que haya criado o poseido.
Es duro tener que elegir a tres de entre 150
campeones nacidos en casa, pero tendré que
mencionar la hembra blanca y brindle Ing. Ch.
Jet's Pink Panther, ya que era una hembra
extremadamente guapa y mi favorita, abuela
de Int. Ch. Jet's Headed Like A Snake, madre
de 30 campeones de cuatro camadas; nues-
tro macho rojo Int. Ch, Jet's Something in the
Way U Smile, Dog of the Year y Runner-up BIS
en el World Snow de Dortmuhd 2003; la brindle
Int. Ch. Jet's Upon A Dream, nueve veces BIS
en campeonatos internacionales, y nuestra
actual estrella Int, Ch. Jet's All Up To Me.

Ahora, nombre dos o fres de los mejores perros
que haya juzgado y expliquenos por qué.
Como he tenido el privilegio de juzgar por fodo
el mundo durante los Ultimos 20 afos, he podi-
do juzgar muchisimos perros fantdsticos. Es
reaimente dificil elegir entre tantos pero men-
cionaria al Galgo Afgano Ch. Syringa’s Set Me
Free, alld por la década de 1990y, mds recien-
temente, el Yorkshire Terrier Ch. Qoccle's
Oliverlightsome. Estos perros son un gran ejem-
plo de combinar una figura y proporciones
Sptimas de sus respectivas razas con una pre-
sencia extrema y una actitud y un movimiento
tipico de la roza, asi como aquelios detalles
especificos que establecen la diferencia entre
una raza y ofra,

En 2004 tuve el placer de juzgar el American
Whippet Club Nacional Speciality, con 811
Whippets concursando. Tras cuatro dias de
nerviosismo, me dejaron con los 13 mejores
Whippets, para elegir el BOB (una experiencia
Unica enla vida y un gran reto). El ganador del
BOB fue Ch. Brushwood Moxi of Endeavour,
gue entonces no era campeon, pero que estd
claro que entra en mi lista de los mejores de
todos los tiempos.

¢Cudles son las caracteristicas principales que
deberia tener un juez, segin usted?

Primero, y sobre todo, un grandisimo interés y
amor por los peros; un conocimiento sélido

basado en su experiencia personal; deseo de
aprender y estudiar; inteligencia e integridad
para asegurar que la honestidad y la calidad
van a prevalecer, pero, sobre todo, |visién
para la belleza, simetria y figura! Llegar a ser
juez de primera clase cuesta mucho v si fallas
en alguna de estas cosas, te hundes pronto.

Si pudiera elegir solamente una raza con la
que convlvir el resto de su vida, ¢cudl eleglria
y por qué?

Por supuesto, Greyhounds. Son los peros mds
adorables con los que uno puede vivir, muy
leales a sus amos y perfectamente preparados
para vivir como mascotas en casa. Son muy
agiles, flexibles, robustos y bonitos. Apenas fie-
nen problemas de salud y son muy longevos.
2Qué mds se puede pedir?

LCudl cree que es su mayor logro en el mundo
del pemro?

Haber establecido y perpetuado a través de
muchas generaciones una linea de hembras
fuertes que se ha mantenido, produciendo
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alguno de los mejores perros de nuestra raza y
de ofros criadores. Es fé&cil criar unos cuantos
perros en una o dos generaciones, recogiendo
los frutos que han plantado antes otros criado-
res. Mantener o mejorar la calidad generacion
tras generacién es mucho més complejo y solo
lo logran unos cuantos criadores.

L Qué consejo daria al que qulera empezar la
carrera de Juez?

Que no tenga reparo alguno en adaquirir tanto
conocimiento como le sea posible y utilizarlo
con integridad cuando tenga que tomar cual-
quier decisién tanto dentro como fuera del
ring.

iCudl es el camblo mads significativo que ha
observado en los perros de pura raza desde
que empezd su carrera?

Estd claro que ha aumentado la internaciona-
lizacién de nuestro deporte a través de los via-
jes, ha crecido el intercambio de lineas sangui-
neas por las importaciones, mds jueces vigjan-
do e Internet. A la larga es bueno. Pero tam-
bién estd el otro lado, en el que semen y pemros
son importados basdndose en escasa informa-
cién, Unicamente extraida de fotos de
Internet.

2Cudles son sus exposiclones favoritas?
Muchas. El Skokloster/Mariefred Sighthound de
especialidades en Suecia, el fantdstico
Nacional Specialities de muchas razas en
Estados Unidos, el Lompoc Specidlities, Santa
Barbara en ofros tiempos, Del Valle (éstos de
California). Varias de las exposiciones de ver-
nano en Gran Bretafia, como las de Windsor y
Leeds.

¢Ha Juzgado alguna vez en Espaia?

Si, hace unos cuantos anos. He aceptado el
ofrecimiento de juzgar en Espaia el préximo
afno y estoy ansioso.

En general, ;como cree que las expos y el juz-
gar le han camblado su vida? ;Las cosas son
mejores o peores ahora?

Creo que hay mds de todo y no necesaria-
mente tiene que ser mejor. Hay mds expos,
mas jueces, mds pemos (mds cantidad que
creo que afecta a la calidad). En lo que se
refiere a los jueces, ha habido una estandariza-
cién para mejor y para peor: no hay tantas
persondlidades diferentes como antes. Hecho
de menos a los de antes, que permanecian en
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su sitio, manteniendo sus propias opiniones y
pricridades, sin preocuparse por el tiempo o en
si estdn de acuerdo con su opinién o no.
Demasiados jueces se han convertido en sol-
dados de plomo, demasiado impacientes
para estar de acuerdo y para agradar a los
demds. Sin embargo, la educacién se nota
mds en la mayoria de 1os sitios.

¢Slgue algin sistema v orden particular cuan-
do Juzga?

Claro. Es muy importante mantener un proce-
dimiento constante que te ponga la carne de
galina y asi poderte concentrar en los perros y
que no se convierta en algo automdtico. Para
mi, la primera impresién es muy
importante. También me fijo
mucho en el paseo por el ring y
me aseguro de que los perros se
muevan por él segin lo pisen.
Después de todo, sélo tienes una
oportunidad para formarte tu pri-
mera opinién. Creo que es impor-
tante dar a todos los perros una
oportunidad igual en el ring y no
actuar de forma imprevisible; son
ofras buenas razones para seguir
unas pautas.

LQué parte cree que es la més ﬁ.
dificil al juzgar? —
Bastante a menudo reconozco

perros que he juzgado antes, incluso si ha sido
hace muchos afics. Creo que es magnifico
que todos los pemos sean juzgados en el dia,
independientemente de impresiones previos.
Es un reto poder ver con otros ojos a un perro
que has visto antes. Pero precisamente porque
$€ que es complicado, creo que puedo hacer-
lo.

{Qué cualldades admira en un perro al juzgar-
le?

Figura, calidad y movimiento. Figura: debe ser
la tipica de la roza. Calidad: simple y llana-
mente, como la diferencia entre un Rolls Royce
y un Lada. Movimiento: como prueba inefable
de las habilidades de funcionamiento del can.

4] !.- Espen Engh breeds the lJet's
- Greyhounds in Norway with his
mother. From their first litter in

1975, they have made up 150

homebred champions with more than 500
champlon titles. Espen started judging at

{

championship show level in 1987, now judges
all breeds in 5 of the FCI groups and some bre-
eds in other groups as well as Best In Show. He
has officiated in almost 60 countries and of
many of the most important dog shows around
the world.

To familliarize our readers with who you are,
please tell us about how and when you beca-
me involved in Dog Shows and with what breed
or breeds? Lef's start with your beglnnings in
dogs. Do you come from a doggy family?

[ was born into a very doggy family. My mother
bought her first greyhound in 1955, many years
before | was born. My grandmother also had o

strong interest in the breed. The greyhounds
have always been there since Day One and |
cannot imagine a life without them. | have
been breeding greyhounds under the Jet ban-
ner in partnership with my mother since 1975,
and we are still actively breeding.

What is your first memory of a dog show?

My mother brought me along to my first dog
show when | was approximately one month
old. Of course | cannot remember that. From
the age of four | competed in the “dog and
child" competitions and | remember some of
those dogs and competition. My own
Int.Ch.Jet Commander was born in 1966 and |
have fond memories of showing him, he was
quite a handfut and a very strong character.

What has been your greatest thrill in purebreed
dogs?

My greatest thrill in purebred dogs is undoub-
tedly witnessing every new litter being born
and watching each new generation grow up. |
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consider myself a breeder first and foremost.
We have also had some great thrills in the show
ring such as winning Best In Show at Stockholm,
Helsinki and Oslo Internationals in the same
year, receiving the Dog of the Year reward with
two different dogs in two years, winning the
world championship six times in seven years,
and perhaps more importantly winning a lot of
specialty BOBs. Still in the show ring, | would
have fo say that winning BOB at Westminster,
totally unexpected with a young, but beautiful
greyhound bitch was perhaps a particular
highpoint,

Your biggest disappoiniment?

| am not sure there have been
any maijor disappointments in
my doggy life. The dogs and the
dog sport bring so much more
joys and pleasures than disap-
pointments, which is an impor-
tant reason to stay involved in it.
Of course there have sometimes
been some setbacks in bree-
ding, but that is the just nature of
breeding!

Please, name two or three of the
most significant dogs you have
owned or bred?

It is hard to mention just three of
our 150 homebred champions,
but | will have fo mention the white and brindle
bitch Int.Ch.Jet's Pink Panther as she was such g
stunningly beautiful bifch and a personal favou-
rite, her linebred granddaughter Int.Ch.Jet's
Headed Like A Snake, the mother of 30 cham-
pions in 4 litters, our red male Int.Ch.Jet's
Something in the Way U Smile, Dog of the Year
and Runner-up BIS at the World Show in
Dortmund 2003, the brindie Iint.Ch.Jet's Once
Upon A Dream, nine times Best in Show at
International championship shows, and the
white and brindle Int.Ch.Jet's It's All Up To Me,
our current start.

Please, name two or three of the most significant
dogs you have ever judged and why you found
them so?

Having had the privilege to judge all over the
world for the last 20 years | have judged very
many wonderful dogs. It is really a difficult ques-
tion to name just two or three dogs that have
made the most impression, but | would noming-
te the Afghan Hound Ch. Syringa's Set Me Free
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from the 1990-ies and more recently the
Yorkshire Terier Ch. Qoccle's Oliverlightsome.
These dogs are great examples of a combino-
tion of optimal type and proportions of their
respective breeds with extreme presence and
attitude and stunning, breed-typical move-
ment as well as those important breed-specific
details that sets one breed apart from the
other.

In 2004 | had the pleasure of judging the
American Whippet Club National Specialty
with an entry of 811 whippets, After four days of
excitement, | was left with the best 13 whippets
for consideration for BOB - a once-in-o-lifetime
experience and a great thiill. The eventual
BOB-winner was Ch.Brushwood Moxi  of
Endeavour, then not a champion, but certainly
also on my list of al-time greats.

What are the most important characteristics
you feel a judge should have?

First and foremost an intense inferest in and
love of dogs, solid knowledge based on perso-
nal experience, wilingness to study and learn,
inteligence and integrity to ensure that
honesty and quality prevail. but above all an
eye for beauty, symmetry and typel It fakes a
lot to be a first-class judge, if you fail in any of
the above qualities, you will be falling short.

If you could choose to have only one breed of
dog to live with for the rest of your life, which
would it be? Why?

Greyhounds, of coursel They are really the
most delightful dogs to be around ~ very loyal
to their owners and perfectly adjusted to a life
as housedogs. They are very agile, sturdy, sup-
ple and beautiful. They have hardly any signifi-
cant health problems and live until they die of
old age. What more can anyone ask?

What would you consider your greatest achie-
vement in dogs?

Having established and perpetuated through
many generations a strong bitch-line that has
kept on producing some of the best dogs in
the breed for ourselves and other breeders. It is
easy fo breed one or a few good dogs in one
or two generations, harvesting what breeders
before you have planted. To keep up or impro-
ve the quality generations after generations is
much more of an accomplishment and achie-
ved by only a few breeders.

What single piece of advice would you give
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My mother
brought me along
to my first dog
show when [ was
approximately
one month old.

the person who Is just about fo begin his jud-
ging career?

Do not spear yourself any frouble in acquiring as
much knowledge as possible and use that know-
ledge with integrity when making any and all
decisions inside and outside of the ring.

What is the most important significant change
you've observed in the purebreed dog from
when you began?

Obviously the increased internationalisation of
our sport through increased traveling, increa-
sed exchange of bloodlines through imports,
more judges traveling, the internet. This is largely
a good thing. But it also has another side in that
both semen and dogs are imported based on
very scant information from just photos on the
internet.

Which are your favorite dog shows?

Several: the Skokloster/Mariefred sighthound
specidlties in Sweden, the wonderful Natfional
Specialties for many breeds in the US, the
Lompoc Specialfies, Santa Barbara in the old
days, Del Valie - all of these in California, seve-
ral of the beautiful general championship shows
during the summer time in the UK such as
Windsor and Leeds,

Have you ever had the opportunity to judge in
Spain?

Yes, | have judged in Spain, but it is quite a few
years ago now. | have accepfed an appoint-
ment o judge again in Spain nexf year and am
much looking forward to it.

in general , how do you feel that shows and jud-
ging have changed in your lifetime? Are things
worse or better than betore?

| feel that there is more of everything and not
necessarily better. There are more shows, more
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judges, more dogs - the focus is on quantity, but
| feel that quality frequently suffers. As for judges,
| sense that there has been a standardisation for
better and worse; there are nof as many distinct
personalities around as there used fo be. | miss
the originals who would stand their ground, kee-
ping to their own interpretations and priorities
without worrying about weather or not the
majority or even anyone at all would agree with
them. Too many judges have become tin sok
diers, too eager to agree and to please each
other. Education however has improved in most
places.

Do you follow a particular system or order in jud-
ging?

Of course. It is very important fo have a consis-
tent judging procedure that is embedded in
your spine so that you can concentrate on the
dogs and not the procedure which should just
automatically. For me the first impression is very
important. As [ am also very focused on the side
picture going around the ring, | make sure that
the dogs are moved around almost as soon as
they enter the 1ing. After all, you get only one
chance to form a first impression. | consider it
important to give all dogs a fair and equal
chance in the ring and to act predictable for
the exhibitors ~ other good reasons fo follow a
set pattern when judging.

What did you find the most difficult part of jud-
ging to master?

| very offen recognize dogs that | have judged
before, even if many years have passed betwe-
en our two encounters. | think it is paramount
that all dogs are judged on the day, indepen-
dent on previous impressions. It is @ challenge to
be abie to see a dog you have seen before with
new and fresh eyes. But because | am aware of
the fact that this is difficult, | believe | can coun-
teract it,

When you are judging, what qualities do you
admire most in a dog?

Type, quality and movement. Type — as in being
highly typical of the breed. Pure and simple
quality - as in the difference between o Rolls
Royce and a Lada. Movement - as being the
optimal test of the dog's functional abilifies.
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